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A Child’s
V. The Torches.

OOKING at It from this end, the fact

L that the Hevolutionary period gro-

duced, after the smoke had cleared

away, so little literature of the finer sort

seerns surprising. Nothing stirs up peo-

ple's minds like a revolution which suc-

ceads In establishing new popular liber-

ties, and it is osually followed by an out-

pouring of thought and imagination. The

revolutions in France and in Italy even

stirred the literature of England. But in

America the quarter century after York-

town is almost barren of lasting literary
fruit.

Two reasons for this have already been
given. Men spent their intellectual energy
in settling great political questions, or
they cracked their voices In trying to force
them. Then, of
cultured and educated people, who might
written good had
driven off because they were [oyalists
These who have the ability to write with
thoughts and imagination generally cling
the old and hesitate upon
and untried paths lead
them away {rom

too, many the most

have literature, been

E

to to venture

new which may

maost.

There may also be another important
reason. Life just after the war was oo
unsettled for people o sit down quietly

amd write. They could not shut the door

upon the chaotie and turbulent world out-

side. XNor could most people purchase the

|

al] they like and admire |

lelsure for is quict sort of writing. They
were too bhusy and perplexed trying to
make both ends meet. The comfortable
living just € wor had been swept
awny. The »vied pay for the
war we nation |
L tryir . new |
! I, aft reat war, have |
been trying. to bring money vk to ks |
normal valu 1l been tremendously
depreciated by th CERLY e of pajper
mouney “Not wi 1 caontinental™ |
phrase which has come Jdown to us f
the paper currency issued then by Con-
ETess “It took.,” said Washington, “a
1 load of money o buy o wagon load

of provisions.™ Ten paper dollars were
waorth only one cent of real money

It is constantly forgotten that literature
and art are like every other activity of
man. They must depend upon physical
and economie conditions. Even genlus)
eannot, as It is so often wrongly saaid in
books, make lts way In spite of all ul‘--il
carve out its own nditions. No state-

ment is more mislead than

<keep a good man down.” Conditions may
keep any good man down by not giving
anee to get up.  Did you know

him the

that some of greatest

liternture had to pay for
ywin  books, because no
ht they would sell? If these

authors had not had the money we should
not have thelr books to-doy But, vou
muiy say, they had written them just the
same, and some day some less stupid pub-

Well

lisher would have published them

auth

. suppose thess rs couldn®
I

paper to write 1
3 vrning bread and butter
i ® o apend so much vitality
t br ]

ught them in no money

lay's work was over

“You cannot |
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may appear there, because in general they
are written for a purpose which, however
important, is not primarily literary. Sup-
pose we say that newspapers are the com-
mon people of letters, magazines are the
aristocracy, and books are the nobility. In
this period after the Revolution, then, we |
have no titled people, but we have a wr}'l
active middle and lower class; and with a
literature as with a nation, it is these that
show the wvitality of the present and the|
promise for the future.

Thase piebeiuns and aristocrats of lit-
erature in that day were alike in one par- |
ticular. They could be established only by
men who were able to get the money to
do so0 and could afford to lose it if they
did not succeed; and generally it happened
that their founders did most of the writing
themselves. But these were almost the
only features which the two had in com-
mon. The newspapers wanted to tell the
people what was going on in their world
and how it could go on better; the magn-
zines wanted to appeal to and cultivate a
taste for good literature.

Did you ever see a picture of George |
Washington without his beautiful powdered |
wig, done up in & queue behind or tied with
a ribbon? But Franklin when he
was sitting for his portrait, wore his thin-
nish hair brushed straight back from his
forehead—no wig and powder and ribbon
for him*

€ven

Yet one wis not less manly than
the other nor his services less Indispensa-
ble. There have the difference
the plebeian and the aristocrat in
the literature which we are talking nbout
now. Franklin knew and appreciated li-
eriture of the more msthetic kind, but he
was oo busy telling people how<the world
wiis going on and how it might go better
to try to write it. Even

you byes-

tween

the mugnzine which

| he started in his younger doys was ealled |

¢ historical chronicle. It was common-
sense and cemfort “hat he tried to add to
Hfe. The ‘aristocrat tries to add Interest
and beauty alse. and it is the contribution
of the aristecratic ma tines rather than
the no less noteworthy and Important con-
of the newspapers, which con-

cerns o =lory ilermtur
Hut first we must spoak of & very puz-

zling thing.
Franklin

that

Convinced us Washington and
and Jefferson and all the

must depend
the education of the people and thus on the
printing the new nation had

gone and started a post office without mak-
ing any arrangements to printed
matter! t refused to trans- |

rest

were, a democracy on

press, here
handle
The Governmen
at all

port any The individual postmaster

was more accommodating, and was in the

| habit of sending the newspaper along with

-y ;.l. Lpers

buy oll to write by 7
ver Lr
AVe n geninses just the same, would
hey not? You see, then, how wrong it is
to claim that ger will make lts way in
spite This |s som e you will]
have particular occasion to r rmbey dur
ing the wh f th wy of Amer
wan teralure
Although there were no mportant liter
3 AITL T hi P maore
v W sl Yone
han if i ul S performed
peu] 1 W o W r £
eatn I I
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the work «

the mail, unoficially and for nothing. Con-
full he let

This gave rise to a5 many

sequently when the bags were

them walt over

ilnts from the publishers and sub- |
scribers as if they had been paying for
the service. Besides, the mall was always |

late enough anyway, since the post pever
traveled at night

In 1790 there were sev-
enty-five
three Umes

post offices in the country, almost |
as many as there had been
when the Declaration was signed, and five
vears later there were 453, This tremendous
munded constant reorganization

tem; and the Government, |

<1y lders

WETY

carrying
d to

EOMG TeVen Consy

ntly news-

= i
re finally admitted « lally to
the mulls, but not until about ten yeurs
e war

and mere nt the
ompiaints from sub-
| y under the old system
naturally  protested They were afrald
their subs wrs wouldn't pay the one |
extra | liKe Beiting their papers
i r. Butl the new law proved |
NEpGpers at al It \\u-i
magnzines that Tore post
rider took n at al, now it be at
£r rul T W
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THE JUDSON PRESS, 1701-1

Writtem |
A ywur Boskmare, ar

703 Chestant 51, Phila.

mond in 1789, returned thanks in its sec-
ond number for an order of fifty-five copies

any distance over 100 miles. How many | from Georgia and sixty-six from Connectl-
magazines do you think could keep going

to-day at that rate? It would cost one dol-
lar to send a twenty page magazine from
New York to Hartford Only magazines
published in cities large enough to support
them without out of town subscribers could
live under such a system. And as late as
1815 only 5 per cent. of the population
lived in citles.

Nor were there enough people In any | postal regulations had succeeded for
|riua as was proved again and again, to|in “keeping a good man down."

The few people in|
cared to pay for higher | ever,

support 0 magazine.
America who
class reading were scattered everywhere,

| lower than letter rates.

cut. Cun you picture how many hundreds
of miles of unhewn forests these magazines
had to ride through on horseback and over
how many rivers they had to row to reach
their homes? It was not until 1804 that
the mall was opened to the “aristocrats’ at
Then the great
of ones which sprang up

number new

| everywhere shows you how effectively the

The Natlona! Magazine, published at Rlch-[

years

Even in the three principal cities, how-
few people proved willing to pay
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“Either the most elaborate and ingenious

hoax ever played upon the public, or else an

event in human history which may appear

epoch making in character.””—
~ Sir Arthur Conan -Doyle

A sub-human race photographed!

And the authenticity of

those photographs investigated and established. The belief
in fairies is not new. But a scientific proof of their existence
is perhaps the most wonderful discovery of the age. The

actual photographs are reproduced in this book and the tiny
figures can be plainly seen. The book is totally unrelated to
Sir Arthur’s spiritualistic investigations. It id a simple state-

ment of startling fact,

THE COMING or e FAIRIES

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

At All Bookshops. Photographs. 83:50.
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HILDEGARDE HAWTHORNE:

who feel the thrill of adventure,

got
LOUISE MAUNSELL FIELD:

in the book the vivid, passion
generous Pamela, Who dabbled in
an ugly game from excellent motives.
DOROTHEA L. MANN:
grown with use. He i
and he has staged a vaster scene
potent appeal.”—The Bosion

It}

§2.00,
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The Mother of All Living

By ROBERT KEABLE
Author of “Simon Called Peter”

“Those who care for a rich and interesting
and of meeting real men and women are
to find a great delight in this African novel."—New York Herald.

“Far and a
te

. intelli
ze arts and ran strange risks, besides playing
—New York Times.

“Mr. Keable has power we knew befare, but it has
5 a bigger man than when he wrote ‘Simon Called Peter,’

. this is a book with a meaning and it possesses
Transcripl.
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1y the most interesting character
it, ruthless and strong-willed but

681 FIFTH AVE,,
NEW YURK.

FPrice £2.00,
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VALLEY WATERS

By CHARLES D. STEWART

Author of “The Fugitive Blacksmith,” ete.

If yeu know his delightful articles on the habits, characteristics and
cccentricities of bugs and animals (the latest of these on “Wasps” appeared
in a recent Atlantic Monthly) you will quite agree with William Lyon
Phelps, who declared in the October Scribner that this author is “the
legitimate successor to Mark Twain.”
And if you know the beauty and charm of his novels, you will probably ask
your local bookseller to send for this new stay, “Valley Waters,” at once.

E. P. DUTTON & CO.

.

only

641 FIFTH AVE.,
NEW YORK,

GENTLE
JULIA

BoothTarkington

* ‘Gentle” Julia' is a
salubrious reaction
from the solemn sex
betion of the day, and, to
me, much more understand-
ing and understandable.™
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